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OK, so it arrived a little late for Christmas, but there's no denying the snow that blanketed 
Blaxhall at the start of February made for some beautiful views; not least this aerial stunner taken 
by Malcolm Pearce. The down side, of course, is the effect on travel and transport, with some of 
our roads seeing their deepest drifts since the village was cut off for almost a fortnight back in 
the mid 1980s. Thankfully those problems were less severe and shorter lived this time around, but 
nevertheless reminded us of the vulnerabilities of rural living. 
Church News 
Meanwhile, as we cautiously look forward to the possibility of The Ship 
some village events in the coming summer and autumn, there 
is at last something to report on in the form of the drive-in carol 
service held on the playing field shortly before Christmas. Some History 
40 cars attended, many of them decked out in a variety of This & That 
Christmas garb as they competed for the best-decorated- ‘ 
vehicle prize. Proceedings were excellently led by Diane, Brian More This & That! 
and Victoria, the Rev. Rachel providing the (continued on P2) BPC Information 
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Project Update 


As most people will know, the replacement of the drains was completed last year, in good time 
to deal with the winter rain! The new system is working well and will help manage the long- 
standing damp problems from which the church has been suffering. 


The next phase of the major works is the removal of the external cement render on the South 
Nave together with necessary repairs to the flint walls. This is an important further stage in 
helping the building ‘breathe’ and reducing damp. | am delighted to report that the PCC has 
secured a significant grant from Historic England as part of their Covid Heritage at Risk Fund 
which means that we now have sufficient money in place to proceed with this work. With the 
guidance of our architect a contractor has been selected and work is planned to start after 
Easter and will take approximately 6 weeks to complete. The church will remain open 
throughout this period — subject to Government Covid restrictions — with the work area fenced 
off. Please take care when visiting the building and the churchyard whilst the contactors are on 
site. 


Thankyou to everyone who has donated in support of the building fund during the past year. 
Once these urgent and essential works have been completed the PCC will be investigating the 
scale of the work needed to the Tower which is the next phase identified by the architect. More 
fundraising is likely to be required ! 


Meanwhile ... 


Whilst the PCC has been very successful in their grant applications, these are focussed on the 
repair of the church and all monies granted and donated towards the building fund will be 
spent on the repairs identified in the Quinnquennial Review and by the Architect. The ongoing 
running costs of St Peters —( approx. £350 per week) - are funded, in part, by the generosity of 
parishioners and by the usual round of events held each year. As with so many organisations this 
past year has seen all regular events cancelled. St ; 
Peter’s has managed to fulfil all its responsibilities thus 
far and we hope 2021 will enable us to hold those 
events that have become part of the local calendar. 


From the front page... 
... Christmas blessing, all making great use of the flat- 
bed-trailer stage kindly provided by David Waring. 


Photo right; With many of our Christmas traditions 
originating in Germany, it was somehow appropriate 
that Bradley Smith went the whole hog and gift- 
wrapped his Audi! 
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Parish Council 


At last winter is beginning to draw to an end, the nights and mornings are getting 
noticeably lighter and after a brief cold snap the days are suddenly becoming warmer. The 
weather has been exceptionally wet over the winter months bringing the usual problems flooding. 
Most of them have been the usual ones like Langham Bridge and the road to Tunstall, both of 
which are beyond our control. Other problems such as the Church crossroads and the scramble 
pit have got deeper in recent times, despite the efforts by the Parish Council, local farmers and 
minuscule effort from the County Council. The PC constantly badger the CC but these problems 
will unfortunately continue as long as our winters are wet. 


Please support the PC by individually reporting any flooding, potholes or highway issues to 
Suffolk County Council directly via their website. 


The snow was welcomed by many as a distraction from Covid and fortunately did not 
linger too long. Our CC did absolutely nothing and refused an offer from DE Keeble to make 
themselves available for snow clearance. Luckily for us Wiggy and his band cleared the roads at 
their own expense in order to help the village. They cleared all roads in Blaxhall and out to the Al 2, 
and responded to a Community Nurse who could not reach her patient, clearing the way for her. 

A huge thank you to the Keeble family! 


Itis with great sadness that | write about the passing of Peter ‘Bill’ Waring. He played a huge 
part in the structure of Blaxhall and was a very respected member of the PC. In his time on the 
councilhe became vice chair and effected solutions to various Blaxhall problems. He helped sort 
out some common landissues, problems with the river around Langham and flooding problems. If 
you asked Bill to do something you knewit would get done. 

The village will miss a great character and unsung hero and | will especially miss jovial 
afternoons in the pub, his great sense of humour and fun. 


Village Hall 


The Village Hall remains closed but work is continuing outside. You may have noticed 
new hedging to fill the gaps around the hall (thanks Joy) and work is also ongoing trying to 
obtain grant funding for the new play equipment. 


The Hall willreopen according to the new government guidelines and we hope to have an end 
to lock down event in the summer. We're open to ideas so please ring me. It would be great if all 
Blaxhall residents, especially newcomers could get involved and make this an event to 
remember. 

Rollon summer, see you allsoon. 


Graham 688192 
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Hello again from us all at The Blaxhall Ship. 
Firstly we hope you are well and had the best Christmas possible. 


It is with deep sadness and deep regret that during the weeks since our doors closed shut 
on Christmas Day afternoon, we have not been able to provide our takeaway service 
again, due to economics. 


In all its long history we feel sure that there have not been many quieter hours in The Ship. 


So much so that a kindly gentleman appeared to the landlord at the bar one evening. 
Almost to say, | am here to say hello please pull me a pint! We have named him Eddie. 
Please be assured he was friendly, and welcomed, as we will all of you again soon. 


Hopefully, we can keep The Blaxhall Ship sailing into calmer waters and everyone can 
meet up with friends and family, eating drinking and singing. At all times ensuring any legal 
requirements regarding COVID-19 are adhered too. 


Whilst not serving our customers with takeaways, may we add that the time has been well 
spent on the continuing refurbishments of The Ship. Including redecoration inside the pub 
and updating our chalets on the lower section. All floors walls electrics and shower rooms 
have been tackled, and a few minor damp problems have been investigated and 
corrected. 


The new modern look inside 
the chalets is we hope going 
to refresh and welcome our 
guests for the new season. 


One date for your diary 
Monday 31” May at 2.30 pm 
the wonderful Ant 
Macandrew. 


Look forward to seeing you all 
very very soon. 


Mags Ken and Dwayne 
Ant Macandrew returns to The Ship in May 
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When Christmas Gota Little Too White 


|have to begin with an apology for the winter weather that hit us a few weeks ago. A week or 
so before it arrived | had been talking to a district nurse who was new to the area, during that 
conversation | made the mistake of tempting fate by saying at least she wasn't having to find 
her way around our little lanes for the first time amidst serious snow and freezing temperatures. 
Oops. 


Joking aside, we really don't seem to get that much snow as often as we used to, | remember 
several winters in the 80s when we had enough snow to cut the village off for a few days and at 
least one when we couldn't get out for well over a week. Further back, there were of Course 
some absolute monsters, famously in 1947 and 1962-63, but if we turn the clock back further still, 
1900 was bad and 1881 & 1855 allegedly worse, the worst of all, however, was said by some to 
be that of December 1836. Back in 1900 historian Alfred Kingston listened in as an old Suffolk 
boy named Burton, who was clearing snow, responded to the complaints and observations of 
his young co-worker. Straigtening his back and resting on his shovel handle the old man looked 
athis companion... 


“You don'tremember forty yearagoo? No, a course you don't; that was afore you bought your 
shovel. Well, that was a winter if man like! The coldest Christmas as I've heard say as ever was 
known in the memory of man. Five an' forty year agoo this last Janawary as ever was, | was 
snow-throwin' in this lane when the English sogers was a fightin' agin the Roosians at 
Sebastapool, jist same as they are now agin the Boers. That was bad enough, but! rec'lect a 
snowstorm as 'ud beat this and that sod tother all put togither. If was in the year 1836, when | 
was a nipper about that high (the top of his shovel handle). The snow began o' Christmas Eve. | 
recilect it, cos I'd bin to fetch the elder wine for the Christmas-box from the Bury Farm, an' fell 
down in the snow comin' thro' the pightle. But, as | was sayin’, if began o' Christmas Eve, a 
Saturday night, an' kep on snowin' all Christmas day and next day, two days an' two nights, 
such snow as never was known afore! Then a great wind blowed the snow in till it covered the 
top o' Jerry Bandy's blacksmith's shop, an' we nippers went through a tunnel o' snow to look in 
at the door. But! think we'd better bend'er becks agin. We shall git through it in time, an'it might 
a bin wuss.” 


Images treasured up in old men's memory, writes Kingston, loom large through the mist of 
years, and are generally faithful in the main, except where they attempt to establish 
comparisons, when they are apt to come out at the top. But Mr Burton's recollections of 1836 
had this vindication, which may be quoted from a respectable contemporary source: —"No 
snowstorm in Great Britain the last 100 years has equalled in violence and extent that of 
December this year. After it had been 
snowing heavily for two days, by the evening 
of the 26th the wind increased to a hurricane. [= 
The fall of snow that night from four to 9 feet, 
and some of the drifts were 20 or 30 feet in | 
depth. The mails, all businesses, and 
correspondences were stopped nearly a 
week. Several lives were lost, and the snow 
was equally great all the island over.” 


Drifts of 20 or 30 ft seems an unlikely claim, but — 
this image of soldiers clearing a drift in 1963 
suggests a height of 15-18 feet, so, just maybe 
Christmas 1836 really could have been as 
bad as old Mr Burton remembered. 
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Pictorial Pleasures 
The long-lived effects of Covidl9 
means there really isn't two-pages 
. worth of news this quarter, but that just 
Wa gives US more room for some great 
pics! Starting left, we have the one 
and only Chairman Bowles, with his 
beautifully decorated rescue vehicle, 
at December's Covid Carols on the 
playing field. Below left; Wiggy & co. 
once again brought a smile to drivers 
visiting rectory corner. Below right and 
bottom; Malcolm's busy drone 
captured these fabulous shots of 
workmen painting the pylons on Stone 
Common just before Christmas. It's a 
job with wonderful views, but if, like 
me, you don'tlike heights ... 
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Update from The Blaxhall Commons and Open Spaces Trust 

Last year BCOST acquired its first piece of land, just over six acres adjoining the Great Common 
alongside the Snape to Tunstall road. We're calling the land Jasper's Pightle; after Jasper 
Walters, previous owner of the land (Pightle, by the way, is a nice old word meaning a bit of 
leftover land often close to a farmhouse, which we think describes our land pretty well). 
Jasper's family used to keep pigs there, and one of our big challenges this year will be raising 
the funds (around £7-8,000 has been quoted) to have the asbestos removed from the roofs of 
the old concrete styes. We need to do this before we can say the site is safe, or encourage 
public access. 


In the meantime, a team of 
volunteers has been busy (as far as 
Covid restrictions have allowed) 
with clearing the ever-encroaching 
bracken. A lot more of this type of & 
work will be needed, if we are to 
encourage a greater diversity of 
flora and fauna on the site. Watch 
this space for announcements 
about future working parties! 


BCOST has also been continuing its 
biannual litter picks (spring and 
autumn). Sad to report that 
lockdown has not resulted in any 
significant diminution in the amount 
of rubbish discarded, usually by the 
roadside, as this photo of the haul from the last autumn 's litter pick. 


¥ 


Me Trustees are currently gearing up for a big 

Be fundraising drive to meet the asbestos 
costs. Every household in the village can 
expect to receive a newsletter through 
the front door in the spring. In the 
meantime, if you think you can help the 
trust in any way, either as a trustee, friend 
or supporter, of if you know of someone 
outside the village who might like to know 
about our activities, please contact our 
Hon Secretary Eve Rossor at 
Bs everosser@gmail.com (tel. 688648). 
everosser@gmail.com 


Network Rail Shenanigans 

Numerous people have expressed their frustration in the last few days at reaching the 
Beversham rail crossing only to find it closed, with no warning sign at the Little Glemham-A12 
junction. A phone call resulted in Network Rail taking 10 minutes to find the crossing and work in 
question, before blaming Suffolk Hignways. A phone call to SH resulted in the blame being 
passed on to the contractor they use for sign management (no, really). A phone call to said 
contractor resulted in a northern sounding chap consulting a map prior to enjoying something 
of aroad management epiphany as the problem became clear. He assured me a sign would 
appear within 24hrs, justin time for the works to complete and road re-open. 
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Parish Councillors 


Graham Bowles 01728 688192 (Chairman) Karen Baker 01728 688200 
Shane Pictor 01728 688205 Ray Herring 01728 746337 
Jonathan Cutting 01728 688003 Mark Oakley 01728 687507 
Joanne Peters 01394 459400 (Parish Clerk) Maggie Jennings 01728 687689 


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor - Ray Herring 07885 249218 
ray.herring@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk 

Suffolk County Councillor - Andrew Reid 07545 423799 andrew.reid@suffolk.gov.uk 
Copies of minutes and agendas can be found at http://blaxhall.onesuffolk.net/parish- 
council/ 


Parish Council meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30 and are open to all parishioners, 
the public and press. The 2021 dates are: Wednesday 6th January, Wednesday 3rd March, 
Wednesday 5th May, Wednesday 7th July, Wednesday 1st September and Wednesday 3rd 
November. 


Community Transport — “Connecting Communities” 01728 635938 The service booking line 
operates 08.45am to 4m, Mon-Fri 


Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust — www.blaxhallcommonstrust.org 
For contact details of all trustees ring Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


The Mobile Library comes to Blaxhall, and stops at The Youth Hostel 9.35 - 10am calling 
every 4 weeks on Wednesdays: 2019 dates: 31 July, 28 August, 25 September, 23 October, 
20 November, 18 December. 


Large print, Audio & Childrens' books, also CDs and DVDs are available for a small charge. 
Contact Pete Wells or Helen Hudson on help@suffolklibraries.co.uk, visit the website 
http://suffolkreads.onesuffolk.net/libraries-and-mobiles/or phone 01473 584563 

To put something in the Village Noticeboard, please ring Graham Bowles 01728 688192 
To put something in the Newsletter email to shane@blaxhall.com tel. 01728 688205 


Allotment information contact Sophie Martin on 07724 356916, 
Blaxhall.Allotments@gmail.com 


Deadline for next Newsletter - 30" April 
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